
But we couldn’t have done this without you!

Back around 1990, a small group of local, visionary farmers 
and landowners realized that if they did not conserve produc-
tive farmland in this region, it would be lost forever. They 
were committed to saving the highly productive soils, their 
close knit farming communities and the businesses that  
support local agriculture.

Led by George Houser (1931-2014), those farmers and 
conservationists founded the Agricultural Stewardship As-
sociation (“ASA”) and donated conservation easements on 

several of their farms to ensure that their land would remain 
available for farming forever.

But that was just a start. We wouldn’t be at 16,000 acres if 
you hadn’t been there with us all the way, not only making reg-
ular donations, but also buying art and raffle tickets, pedaling 
your bikes during our Tour de Farms, helping us with mailings, 
cooking food for events, bidding on auction items, and attend-
ing countless dinners and meetings. And of course, we wouldn’t 
be here if it hadn’t been for the farsighted landowners who saw 
the value in conserving their land.	 continued on page 6

“It’s tempting to think that long-term planning isn’t worth the effort 
in this shifting world. Thus comes to mind Easton, New York and 

Vernon, Vermont, both selected in the late ‘60’s to be nuclear power 
plant sites. The former chose to build on its natural food producing 
strengths; the latter now has to deal with a dormant nuclear power 

plant and a century or more of radioactive spent fuel storage.  
These outcomes are what make ASA’s efforts worthwhile.” 

- George Allen, dairy farmer and former ASA Board Member

Celebrating Our Silver Anniversary!
Happy Birthday to ASA! This year, ASA turns 25 years old. 

What do we have to show for it? We have 16,000 acres of conserved working farms and 
woodlands on 101 properties throughout Washington and Rensselaer counties conserved by 
people who believe in ASA’s mission. We have hundreds of loyal supporters who live, work 
and visit here, people who appreciate the quality of life afforded by these working lands.
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Ensuring a Future for 
Farming and Forestry  
in our Community
The Agricultural Stewardship Association (ASA) 
protects our community’s working landscape of 
farms and forests, connects people to the land, and 
promotes a vibrant future for agriculture in the re-
gion. To date, we have assisted landowners with the 
conservation of 16,000 acres of productive farm and 
forest land in Washington and Rensselaer counties.

ASA receives funding from its members and  
supporters, including the Castanea Foundation,  
and the New York Conservation Partnership Program 
(funded by New York’s Environmental Protection 
Fund and administered by the Land Trust Alliance, 
in coordination with the state Department of  
Environmental Conservation).

Looking Back, Moving Forward
Our Silver Anniversary gives us a moment to pause and reflect on the past 25 
years. ASA’s founders knew that balancing development and growth with the 
protection of high-quality soils plays a critical role in ensuring agriculture will 
have a place in our community and local economy for generations to come. 

In February, Joan McArthur Fiske signed our 100th easement, protect-
ing the McArthur-Sauert Farm on Bald Mountain forever. ASA’s total con-
served acreage surpassed 16,000 acres with the protection of the Hand Melon 
Farm this spring. The magnitude of this achievement was made clear when 
we recently learned from David Haight, the New York Director of American 
Farmland Trust, that only 37 land trusts in the United States have conserved 
more than 5,000 acres of farmland and hold over 25 easements. 

And things are only going to get more exciting! In April of this year, Gov-
ernor Cuomo included a one-time $20 million initiative to protect farmland 
in the Hudson River Valley. This is in addition to $15 million budgeted for 
farmland protection statewide via the state’s Environmental Protection Fund. 
We are already working with local farmers to submit applications to secure as 
much of this funding as possible.

For the past year, David deVries and John Oakley have spent countless 
hours producing a video highlighting the value and importance of ASA’s work 
to the Capital Region. We are truly indebted to David and John for their 
remarkable gift to ASA. This moving 12-minute film will premiere early this 
summer. Be sure to see it!

Over 60 percent of New York’s farmers are set to retire in the next decade. 
To help address this situation, ASA has partnered with the Hudson Valley 
Farmlink Network, connecting new farmers with landowners hoping to sell 
their land while ensuring it remains in agricultural production. As part of this 
initiative, we recently hosted an estate planning workshop and started a young 
farmers group. ASA is also excited to be playing a key role in the development 
of a new Agricultural and Farmland Protection Plan for Washington County. 

We hope you will join us at some of the 25th Anniversary Celebrations 
we are hosting throughout the year. And please take a moment to browse the 
timeline on the following pages as it takes you through the highlights of our 
history. If the past and present are any indication, our future is bright and,  
like the fruit at the Hand Melon Farm, it will be sweet. With many thanks  
for 25 wonderful years. —Teri Ptacek & Katherine Roome

2531 State Route 40, Greenwich, NY 12834 
518-692-7285 

asa@agstewardship.org  
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T he qualities that led to success 
at the Hand Melon Farm are 
no different today than they 

were in 1908—experimentation, cour-
age and innovation. 

In 1908, Aaron Allen Hand retired 
from the downstate business world, 
moved to Greenwich and purchased a 
175-acre dairy farm, a farm the neigh-
bors jokingly referred to as “the county 
sand pile.” After only a year, he passed 
away, leaving his 18 year old son, Allen 
F. Hand, to run the family farm. 

After 15 years of dairy farming, Allen 
had gained respect amongst his peers. 
He began to think that his fertile fields, 
formed from the Batten Kill’s sands, 
could prove valuable for more than just 
feeding his herd. 

Experimentation—
from Dairy to  
Muskmelons

In 1925, Allen decided 
to try a new exotic 
cash crop, muskmel-
ons. He planted one 
acre of the melons 
in an alfalfa field. To 
describe his endeavor 

as a success is a vast understatement. 
With some experimentation and adjust-
ments to the planting process, he timed 
his harvest to coincide with the Saratoga 
racing season. By 1939, Allen was grow-
ing 18 acres of melons, had trademarked 
the name Hand Melon, and created the 
distinctive red and white logo you see 
today. According to the September, 1950 
issue of Farm Journal, Allen was gross-
ing $19,000 a year on melons (or over 
$450,000 in today’s dollars). The county 
sand pile had become a thriving business.

With a loyal following and enthu-
siastic fans that included Jackie Ken-
nedy, Elizabeth Arden, the Duchess of 
Marlborough, Arthur Ash, Presidents 
Eisenhower, Bush and Nixon, the New 
York Yankees and Martha Stewart, the 
Hand Melon farm became famous for 

its rare variety of melons 
known as the Saticoy.

Eventually, Allen’s 
son, “AA”, took over 
the thriving business. 
He shut down the 
dairy farm and focused 
on growing the fruit 
and vegetable opera-
tion. It was under AA’s 

The fruit of their labor is as sweet as ever. And Forever.
leadership that the Hand Melon Farm 
expanded from selling to distributors 
and retailing at their own farmstand 
on Route 29, to shipping “mail-order 
melons” and starting a pick-your-own 
strawberry, blueberry, raspberry, tomato 
and pepper business.

By the age of 15, AA’s son, John, 
was learning the business. He became a 
partner before graduating from Cornell 
and moved home immediately thereaf-
ter to run the farm with his Dad. After 
his fourth season, John left the farm in-
definitely and landed in Colorado with 
a ski resort job. Just two months later, he 
got a call from his mother. He needed 
to come home and run the farm. His 
Dad’s cancer was back. After AA passed 
away in 1988, John closed the farm for a 
year and worked as a carpenter in Man-
chester and in the snowmaking control 
room at Stratton Mountain ski resort.

Courage—Do you try again?

John returned home to the farm in 
1990 and had modest success growing 
mostly melons, strawberries, raspber-
ries and sweet corn. Three years later, 
a disease wiped out the melons, the 
strawberries froze, and he struggled 		
	 continued on page 7
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“When the last  
parcel was  

transferred to me,  
it brought tears to 
my eyes. Finally 

owning the entire 
farm changed my 

whole perspective.” 
– John Hand



25 Years of  Conservation
A Timeline of ASA’s 25 Year History

ASA’s Roots
In 1984, a group of Washington County citizens concerned 
about the future of agriculture and loss of productive farmland 
to development in the region formed the Agricultural Oppor-
tunities Committee. This group researched and implemented 
strategies to keep agriculture economically viable. Many farm-
ers expressed interest in using conservation as a tool to protect 
their land and keep land affordable for farming. While the 
American Farmland Trust (AFT) already existed as a vehicle 
for farmland conservation in New York State, they wanted to 
establish a separate locally based and controlled organization.

In the Beginning
When ASA was founded in the spring of 1990, there was 
no office, staff, or money. But the Board of Directors had a 
vision of conserving Washington County’s agricultural lands. 
The original incorporators were George Houser Jr., Jim Perry, 
and Pam Cali. The organization received technical support 
from AFT, an organization with which ASA has maintained 
a close working relationship over the years. Most of the early 
projects involved landowners donating easements to ASA. 
During this time, ASA also started working with a private 
foundation to protect three farms in Salem.

4.27.1990
ASA is incorporated.

1992
First donated easement:  
Carston, 112 acres in Salem.

1995
ASA provides part of the money 
to enable Washington County 
to develop an agricultural and 
farmland protection plan. This 
plan led to the county to partner 
with ASA to establish a Purchase 
of Development Rights (PDR) 
Program in 1997.

1997
First farms protected under the 
county’s PDR program: Stewart 
Dairy Farm, 57 acres in Easton, 
Campbell Farm, 98 acres in  
Hebron and the Moy Farm,  
293 acres in Easton.

1998
First Gift of Real Estate,  
donated by the Banyai Family, 
conserved as the Wagner  
Easement in 2000.

2002
ASA completes 30 projects and 
reaches 3,354 conserved acres. 
First ASA strategic plan adopted 
as it becomes apparent that ASA 
needs to build capacity to meet 
national land trust standards and 
conserve more land. 

2003
Private and public funding 
secured from The Conservation 
Fund and the NYS  
Conservation Partnership  
Program enable ASA to hire  
Teri Ptacek, its first Executive  
Director. ASA’s momentum  
begins to build as local  
interest increases.

2003
At the request of landowners, 
ASA begins working on farmland 
protection projects in northern 
Rensselaer County. First farm 
protected in Rensselaer County: 
Sherman Farm, 123 acres  
in Pittstown.
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Partner Organizations
Our partners have helped us achieve success in virtually every 
major conservation project that we have undertaken. We could 
not do what we do without the help of partners such as Ameri-
can Farmland Trust, Castanea Foundation, The Conservation 
Fund, Cornell Cooperative Extension, Farm Bureau, Land 
Trust Alliance, Nordlyss Foundation, Open Space Institute, 
Pew Charitable Trust, Whipstock Hill Preservation Society, 
New York State Department of Agriculture and Markets, 
USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service, Alfred Z. 
Solomon Foundation, Historic Hudson-Hoosick Partnership, 
and Rensselaer and Washington Counties. 

Land Stewardship
With every land protection project comes a responsibility to 
uphold the terms of the easement in perpetuity. Each of ASA’s 
projects includes funding for on-going stewardship and defense 
of the easement.

Community Outreach
ASA helps build community support for farmland conservation 
through a variety of activities. We lead hikes, bicycle rides, photog-
raphy lessons, and offer other learning opportunities as the seasons 
change. By engaging children and adults in our region’s beautiful 
farms, we hope to establish a legacy of caring for the land.

2005
10 more farms protected and 
ASA utilizes federal funding  
for the first time to help protect 
neighboring farms, Anuszewski, 
213 acres and Houser, 257  
acres in Easton.

2006
ASA adopts its first Farmland 
Conservation Plan with a goal of 
protecting 15,000 acres by 2011. 
Also, ASA establishes an Easement 
Fund made possible with support 
from the Castanea Foundation. 
50th Easement: LeBarron,  
135 acres in Cambridge.

2007
Rensselaer County asks ASA to 
administer PDR projects through-
out the county. Weir Dairy Farm, 
328 acres in Schaghticoke.

2008 
Our largest property conserved!
St. Croix Farm, 688 acres  
(1 square mile) in Schaghticoke.

2013
Second Gift of Real Estate—
Strand Property in Shushan 
(179 acres in Salem conserved 
in 1999). ASA sells the Strand 
property in 2014.

 

 
2015
100th Easement! McArthur- 
Sauert Farm, 155 acres in  
Greenwich. Total conserved  
acres reaches 16,000 with  
protection of the Hand Melon 
farm, 419 acres in Easton.

ASA SPRING ’15	 pg5
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Breese Hollow 
Property for sale
This property is a generous gift to  
ASA as part of our Gifts of Real Estate 
Program. For more information, contact 
Chris Krahling at 692-7285, or visit  
us online at agstewardship.org.

W e are thrilled to welcome Brian Harrington to the Board. Brian 
is VP of Finance and Business Administration for Carolina 
Eastern-Vail in Salem. Brian grew up as a child on a dairy farm in 

White Creek and graduated from Princeton University.
We’re also happy to welcome Gerald Magoolaghan. Formerly a resident of 

Saratoga Springs for over 17 years, Gerry and his wife now live in Salem. For 
the first 25 years of his career, Gerry worked in sales and management for major 
national breweries Miller and Coors. Currently, he is involved in commercial 
and residential real estate. Gerry balances the need for land for new homes and 
developments with his passion for conserving farmland. He has been a volunteer 
on ASA’s Fundraising Committee.

John Moore joins the board after his own 
experience conserving his family’s 688-acre 
farm in Schaghticoke. John’s farm is well 
known for its rich history, quality soils and 
scenic beauty. It has the distinction of being 
ASA’s largest conserved property. John cur-
rently raises chicken, beef cows, and rabbits 
in addition to corn, hay and straw. He also 
rents land to a crop farmer. He is retired 
from Wiley Brothers in Schaghticoke.

“I have always been  
a proponent of 

smart growth and 
feel strongly about 

the need to preserve 
open space, farms  
and waterways.” 

– Gerry Magoolaghan

Welcome to the Board!Celebrating our Silver Anniversary 
continued from page 1

Because of you, today ASA 
is one of the most vibrant and 
effective farmland conserva-
tion organizations in New 
York State.

Looking ahead to the next 
Quarter Century

ASA is poised to assume 
an even more critical and 
energized role in conserving 
farm and forest lands in the 

Upper Hudson Valley. In 
addition to the role that this 
land plays in our regional 
economy and foodshed, these 
scenic working landscapes 
play a vital role in promot-
ing tourism and enhancing 
the quality of life of families 
throughout the region. 

Take a moment to share 
in the celebration. Send us 
your pictures and stories. As 
we embark on the next 25 
years, please continue to sup-
port our work, come to our 
events to see the lands you’ve 
helped protect, and spread 
the message of farmland 
conservation to your friends, 
family and neighbors. If you 
have been a part of this 25 
year journey, pat yourself on 
the back for helping to make 
all of this happen! 
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continued from page 3

with the blueberries. At 31 years old, 
he was faced with the overwhelming 
loss of his crops, more debt than most 
people incur in their entire lives, and 
the pressure of a family legacy.

His mother Carol (a silent partner) 
told him to run the farm as he saw fit. 
So, with a stack of seed catalogs, he 
went for it. In true Hand Family fash-
ion and with a good head for business, 
he experimented. He grew more sweet 
corn and a mixed vegetable patch. He 
also focused on the wholesale business. 
The sand pile began to flourish again.

Innovation

Today, the Hand Melon Farm produces 
over 140 varieties of fruits, vegetables, 
herbs and ornamental fall gourds on 419 
acres. They employ integrated pest man-
agement (IPM) principles, crop rotation, 
composting and resting fields. 

It took John a long time and some 
soul searching to consider conserving 

“I believe my father was part  
of the original conservation  
movement in Easton. I’m 

pretty sure he would approve.”
– John Hand

his farm. With no plans to retire, and 
a crummy backswing, he plans to work 
until he is no longer able. In 2007, John 
heard news of another melon farm sell-
ing out to a developer. That farm was 
going to be turned into a mall and a 
parking lot. “I can’t imagine that hap-
pening here, ” John thought.

The Future is Sweet

John knew that conserving the land was 
going to be a lengthy process, but with 
the proceeds he would receive from 
conserving his farm, he could make 
some major investments in the irriga-
tion system, solar panels and ensure that 

his family legacy would carry on. “It’s 
an exciting time on the farm,” John says, 
“It has taken six years but it’s all coming 
together at the same time.” 

John has already left the county sand 
pile in better condition than he found 
it. With no debt, a state-of-the-art ir-
rigation system, and no power bill for 
the next 30 years, John thinks his Dad 
would approve. And you can see it all in 
action during this upcoming strawberry 
picking season in June.

Funding for this project was made possible 
by the New York State Environmental Pro-
tection Fund and the Open Space Institute. 

F or the past year, David deVries 
and John Oakley have been 
hard at work to film a docu-

mentary about ASA’s farmland con-
servation work. The result is a stunning 
12-minute video featuring a star-stud-
ded cast of local farmers that will be 
shown at a variety of venues throughout 

ASA is on a Silver Screen Near You!
the Capital Region. David and John’s 
story-telling skills will bring tears to 
your eyes and we think will inspire even 
greater support for ASA. To set up a 
viewing of the film for a group, please 
contact ASA or visit our website for 
more details. 

“We hope to reveal to  
audiences what a wonderful 
area we live in and confirm 
the critical need to make 
sure its great beauty and 

bounty continues.” 

– David deVries & John Oakley
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Hudson  
Valley 
Farmland 
Finder

A re you a 
farmer look-
ing for land 

or a landowner looking to 
lease or sell your farm? The 
Hudson Valley Farmland 
Finder (www.hudsonval-
leyfarmlandfinder.org) may 
be just the resource you 
need. ASA is one of several 
partner organizations up 
and down the Hudson Val-
ley working to spread the 
word about this website and 
to assist making successful 
matches between farmers 
and landowners. We are 
available to help advise you 
on your search, post a pro-
file, or identify other service 
providers in our area. The 
goal is to keep farmland in 
active farming and make 
unused farmland available 
to new farmers.

May through July 
Farm Photography for Kids
$10/per child, per session,  
registration required 
Visit agstewardship.org for dates

Learn how to take great photos of your favorite farm 
animals and landscapes. Farm Photography for Kids 
gives kids (ages 8 and up) a unique opportunity to 
visit some of our region’s most interesting farms, 
explore what goes on and learn how to take great 
photos. Professional photographers Dona Ann Mc-
Adams, Corrina Aldrich, Ellie Markovitch and Cliff 
Oliver will teach the fundamentals of photographic 
composition and lighting and share their insights 
and techniques for getting that perfect shot. 

Over the course of the late spring and summer, 
we’ll visit diverse farms to find out what makes 
them so special and worth protecting. After the 
trips are completed, we will choose one photo 
from each student photographer to be matted, 
framed and hung as a special exhibition in ASA’s 
booth at the Washington County Fair, Schaghti-
coke Fair, Landscapes for Landsake Sale & Art 
Exhibition and other venues. 

This year we’ll be photographing beef cattle, 
pigs and peacocks at a farm with incredible 

Join us for some  
fun on the farm!
Make a Connection to Our Working Landscapes

ASA offers a variety of programs and events to give you and 
your family an opportunity to visit local farms and learn more 
about our rich agricultural heritage. We organize farm tours, 
bike rides, nature walks and educational workshops throughout 
the year. Be sure to sign up for our e-news at www.agsteward-
ship.org and “like” us on Facebook to get all the latest details. 

hilltop views, sheep with their spring lambs, dairy 
goats and their kids, rare heritage breed pigs and 
their piglets and many varieties of dairy cows!  
You can sign up for one or as many trips as you 
like, but space is limited so register early.  
Don’t miss this great opportunity to document  
for yourself the beauty and diversity of our  
community’s working farms.

This project is made possible with funds from 
the Decentralized Program, a regrant program of 
the New York State Council on the Arts with the 
support of Governor Andrew Cuomo and the New 
York State Legislature and administered by Lower 
Adirondack Regional Arts Council. 
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Weekdays,  
August 17th 
through 28th 
9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
The Arts Center of the Capital Region

Farms, Food and  
Photography Camp
Session I: Aug. 17-21, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Session II: Aug. 24-28, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Non-Member Fee: $290 per week 
(camperships available based on need), 
register at artscenteronline.org

For the third year, ASA is teaming up with The Arts 
Center of the Capital Region in Troy to offer this 
unique two-week camp (for ages 12 to 16) focus-
ing on farming, food and photography. Students 
will visit local vegetable and dairy farms to learn 
about farming operations and to harvest food with 
their own hands. During the second week, students 
will spend a day at the Washington County Fair. 
Back at The Arts Center, teaching artist and cook 
Ellie Markovitch will help students understand 
the concept of “farm-to-table” with basic cooking 
and nutritional skills. The students will prepare a 
meal with the food they’ve harvested. Students will 
also document their time on the farm and in the 
kitchen through photography and will use the state-
of-the-art Digital Art Studio to create a series of 
photographs, recipes, blog posts and other media 
to relay their experience. The students’ work will 
be displayed at ASA’s Landscapes for Landsake Art 
Event held on Columbus Day weekend. 

August 6th 
6 p.m. to 9 p.m.  
Hand Melon Farm, Greenwich

Forever Farms Summer Supper
Tickets on sale in July

We’ll be honoring those families who have made a 
gift to our community by conserving their land at 
this unique harvest dinner on the farm. Featuring 
foods sourced from local farms at the height of 
the growing season, this dinner promises to be a 
sumptuous celebration of the bounty our farm-
ers provide. The event will be catered by Chef’s 
Consortium, a group of dynamic chefs dedicated 
to sharing the joys of local foods. 

October 10th 
through 12th
14th Annual Landscapes for 
Landsake Art Sale & Exhibition
Opening reception:  
October 10, Noon to 5 p.m.

Gallery hours:  
October 11 & 12, Noon to 4 p.m.

ASA’s Landscapes for Landsake Art Sale & Exhibi-
tion is the premier event of the season and our 
biggest fundraiser of the year. The show features 
artwork from more than 30 local artists inspired 
by the beauty of our region’s working landscapes. 
Fifty percent of the proceeds benefit ASA’s farm-
land conservation program. Don’t miss the 14th  
anniversary of this landmark art event!

October  
17, 18, 24 & 25
8 a.m. to 4 p.m. location TBD

Game of Logging 
Levels 1-4, $150 per session,  
registration required. 

Washington County Soil and Water Conservation 
District and ASA are pleased to bring Game of 
Logging instructors to teach four levels of chain-
saw techniques and safety. The Game of Logging 
is widely acknowledged as the premier timber 
harvesting training program in the country, offer-
ing hands-on training for professionals and non-
professionals alike. Skilled instructors combine 
demonstration with participation to teach safety, 
productivity, conservation and cutting techniques.

This valuable training will teach newer and 
safer aspects of felling techniques, chainsaw 
reactive forces, bore cutting and pre-planning 
the fell. Instructors will go over safety features 
of chainsaws and personal protective equipment. 
Visit www.agsteweardship.org for more details.

Sponsorship  
Opportunities for 
Your Business
Business sponsorships 
and grants make these 
programs possible.  
For more information 
about sponsorships  
and upcoming  
programs, visit our 
website, or call Katie 
Jilek, at 692-7285.



You are a Part of History! 
Your Support Makes Farmland Protection Possible.

Foundations
American Farmland Trust
Castanea Foundation
The Community Foundation of the  
	 Greater Capital Region
Fitzgerald Family Foundation
Gordon Foundation
Nordlys Foundation, Inc.
The Review Foundation
Robert H. Wentorf Foundation, Inc.

Government
New York State Council on the Arts*
New York State Conservation Partnership 	
	 Program**
Rensselaer County

Harvest Hero
Anonymous (1)
Albert H. Garner and Annie Paulsen
Cheryl and James Gold
Carol and Douglas Leith
Katherine and Hugh Roome
Saratoga Casino and Raceway

Champion
Constance Kheel
John Umlauf

Cream of the Crop
Anonymous (1)
Aghamora Farm, a division of Beech Hill 	
	 Farms, Dawn and Jeffrey Sharts
Allenwaite Farm, George Allen
Gina and Stephan Deibel
Luke Deikis and Cara Fraver
Alexander Ewing and Winnifred Senning
Philip Gitlen and Melody Mackenzie
Terry Griffin and Peter Deming
D. Nancy and Kenneth Johnson
Josh Levy and Pam Magnuson
Longlesson Farm, Melanie and Bob Mason
Maryann McGeorge and Susan Sanderson
Jean and Gene Ceglowski
Robert Taylor

Benefactor
Anonymous (2)
Kerri Culhane and Jason Black
Earthshare
Liz Gordon and Thomas Christenfeld
Frederic C. Guile
Diane Kennedy
Joan and By Lapham
Tupper Limbert
Meika Loe and Matthew Alinger
Richard and Cindy McClenning
Margaret Meath
Lois and Don Porter
William Ralston and Joan Bleikamp
Elliott Rebhun and Brad Voigt
Ingrid and Peter Schaaphok
Lee Shapiro and Patrick Gill
Courtney and Peter Simon
Jeff and Sally Small
St. Croix Farm, Inc., Eva and John Moore
Anne Van Ingen and Wes Haynes
Elizabeth Lynne Van Nest
Anne and Ethan Winter

Steward
Anonymous (2)
Barbara Ahern and Conard Holton
Judith Aisen and Kenneth Vittor
Norm Allen
Sharon Bedford and Fred Alm
Linda and Douglas Bischoff
Randy and Annmarie Boduch
Don and Tracey Boyd
Arthur F. Brod, Jr.
Gordon Chaplin
Rudy and Bruce Goff
Judy and Noel Hanf
Anne Jennings and John Weber
KC Consulting, Rick Kranz and  
	 Martha Culliton
Ruth and Sandy Lamb
Doris and Mitch Levinn
Ruth Leys and Michael Fried
Josh McHugh
Moses Farm, Kathy and Richard Moses
New Minglewood Farm, Chris Lincoln  
	 and Tammara Van Ryn
Ed Pelz
White Clover Farm, Remus Preda  
	 and Lisa Randles
Teri Ptacek
Sean Quinn and Melissa Murray
Marcia and Charles Reiss
Linda Salzer-Schauer
Carol Serotta
Timothy Smith
Rebecca Sparks
The Chronicle
Tiashoke Farms, Theresa and  
	 Franklin Ziehm
Kay and Jim Tomasi
Toolite Farms, LLC, Dick and Jason Tooley
Mary Ellen Williams

Sustaining
Anonymous (5)
Andland Farms, Howard Andrew, Jr.  
	 and Howard Andrew
Robin Andrews
Raymond Armstrong
Sarah Ashton and John Mooney
Wendy and Mike Bittel
Black Creek Valley Farms, Inc.,  
	 Donald and Tracy McEachron
Blakemore Farm, Cynthia and  
	 Larry Blakemore
Pauline Boehm and William Koebbeman
Booth’s Blend Compost
Phyllis and Leonard Borden
Paula Brewer
Al Brock
Jill and John Burwell
Cambridge Pacific, Inc
Marilyn Cassidy Stephenson
Carl Cipperly
John Cogan, MD
Elizabeth Compton
Concra Appraisal Assoc
Harold Craig
Crandall’s Corner Farm, Stephen  
	 Holbrook and Julie Callahan
Amy Davis and William Ambrose
Gloria Dawley
Susan and Al DeKrey
Dill Abstract Company

Nancy Downing
Elizabeth Ellard
Louis Ferrari and Rob Levy
Ann Fitzgibbons and Sandy Hackney
George E. Foster
Susan Gibbons and Christopher Shumway
Kerry Giles
Rae and Robert Gilson
Jamie Greenberg and Mary Anne Chiariello
Susan and Stephen Griffing
Alex Gutierrez and Lucia Skwarek
Carol Hand
Gregory Hansen
Sophia Healy
Barbara Hennig
Joseph Hess and Patricia Foley-Hess
Kathleen and Allan Hoerup
Hank Howard
Judy and Edward Hughes
Hans Kahn
Kenyon Hill Farm, Donna and Mike Nolan
Michelle Kimball
Amy Klein
Koval Bros. Dairy, LLC
Sharon and Jurgen Kruger
Carol and Ron Kuhr
Margaret and Lars Kulleseid
Bonnie Lamb
Landview Farms, LLC, Jane and  
	 Roland Walker
Carolyn Lansberry
Dorothy Lee
Lewis Waite Farm, Nancy and Alan Brown
Kevin McCarthy
Alyssa McClenning
Dr. and Mrs. Patrick McCullough
Ronald McLean
Naomi Meyer and Ron Renoni
Lester Migdal
Eileen and Frank Musso
Tara Nolan
Dari and Richard Norman
Faith and John Parker
Maryanne and Daniel Patane
Mike Popper and Eliza Migdal
Colleen Quinn
R. P. Hubbell and Company, Inc.
North Bennington Variety, Galen Rhode
Jessica Roesel
William and Kimberly Ruhl
Colleen Ryan and Eric Hoppel
Saratoga Apple, Nathan Darrow  
	 and Marie Christine Gaud
David Schmidt
Barbara Simoneau and Joe Caron
Donna and Donald Skellie
Norma Skellie
Skellkill Farms, Melissa and Steve Skellie
Howard Smith
Hannah E. Stevens
Gary Stine and Nina Lockwood
Stone Meadow Farm
Amy and Jim Stott
Strawberry Fields Farm and  
	 Nature Preserve
William Throop, III
Fred Tomkins
Molly Turlish
Annette Van Rooy and Jippe Hiemstra
Carolee and Bob Webster
Ann and Tim Whalen

Marge and Don Wilbur
Kerry Woods and Catharine Lewis
Meg and Rob Woolmington
Laura Yaun and Michael DeNardis
Jessica and Stuart Ziehm

Supporting
Anonymous (2)
3-Corner Field Farm, Paul Borghard  
	 and Karen Weinberg
Randall Adams
Andrew Pate Design
Caroline Ashton
Walker’s Farm, Home and Tack
Curtis Breneman and Miriam Pye
Edie Brown
Nancy and Al Budde
Jane Canova
Jacki and Kevin Chamberlain
Nancy and Paul Charbonnel
Beth and Jim Clark
Lydia Davis and Alan Cote
Patricia de Man
Deep Roots Holsteins, Donna  
	 and Albert Marns
Judy DeWitt
Michael Dirac and Maria Gomez
Sally M Dodge and Dale R Guldbrandsen
David Ebershoff
Jamie Lynne Elacqua
Raymond and Marti Ellermann
Deborah Esrick
Sue Evans
Jacquie and Jon Farbman
Lucy and Mike Fraser
Babette and John Furman
Galerie St. Etienne
Butch Gilchrest
Fran and Jeffrey Goldstone
Good Fence Farm
Ina Harney
John Hartnett
Carolyn and Donald Henry
Michael Hochanadel
WC Holton
Homespun Occasions
Judith and Ivan Kazen
Ellen Kelly-Lind and Gary Lind
Maureen Kennedy
Leonard Kerr
Betty Ketcham
Reginald H. Killmer, II
Sandra Kingsbury
Gerhardt Koch
Evan Lawrence
Linda LeClair
Christine and Steve Lulla
Martinez Family Realty, LLC
Barbara and John McDonald
Barbara and Bill McGovern
Adele and John Miller
Mary Ann and Terry Mitchell
Monks of New Skete
Mary and Stephen Muller
Ellen and George Mulvaney
Christine Nemec
Elizabeth and William Niemi
O.A. Borden & Sons, Inc.
Cathy and Dick Ogden
O’Hearns Pharmacy
David Owen and Barbara Freund

ASA would like to express heartfelt gratitude to our wonderful community of supporters. 
The following contributions were made between October 25th, 2014 and April 15, 2015. Every effort has been made to ensure 

the accuracy of this information. Please contact us to note any changes that should be made for the next issue of our newsletter.

pg10 ASA SPRING ’15
* This project is made possible with funds from the Decentralization Program, a regrant program of the New York State Council on the Arts with 
the support of Governor Andrew Cuomo and The New York State Legislature and administered by Lower Adirondack Regional Arts Council.



** Funding provided through the Environmental Protection Fund in coordination with 
the Land Trust Alliance and the State Department of Environmental Conservation

HARVEST HERO  
$5,000 +

CHAMPION  
$2,500 – $4,999

CREAM OF THE CROP  
$1,000 – $2,499

BENEFACTOR  
$500 – $999

STEWARD  
$250 – $499

SUSTAINING  
$100 – $249

SUPPORTING  
$50 – $99

FRIENDS  
$1 – $49

Perry’s Orchard, Anita and Jim Perry
Pleasant Valley Farm, Sandra  
	 and Paul Arnold
Judy and Paul Pontiff
Penelope Poor
Sally Proudfit
Tom Rees and Kathryn Farrell
Rebecca B. Resnick
Carol and Burton Richmond
River Brook Junction LLC, JoAnne 
	 and R. Harry Booth
Nancy Roberts
Mary Ellen and William Robinson
Anne and Peter Rokeach
Chris and Richard Salmon
Louise and Fouad Sattar
Anne Savage and Michael Myers
Dottie Schneider
Schoolhouse Boatworks
George Sigut and Pamela Regan
Snoblazers
Susan and Stephen Snyder
Louise and J.B. Sobing
Karyn and Michael Sobing
Joel and Gail Solomon
Shelly Stiles and Michael Batcher
Susan and Peter Stover
Peter Subers and Rob Bauer
The Bunker Hill Inn, Laura Coldwell
Brian Trombley and Kristal Van Dyke
Val Washington and Hank Stebbins
Caroline Welling and David McGuire
Grahame Shane and Regina Wickham 
Mary Withington
Mary and Leo Wong
Brian Zweig

Friends
Anonymous
Deb Balliet
Battenkill Riversports and Campground
Heather and Jay Bellanca
Kathy and John Braico
Jennifer and David Braucher
Matilda Brett
Gretchen Browne
Janice M. Cipperly
Patrick Collier
Patricia B. Coon
Josephine and Timothy Drawbridge, Sr.
Cathy Firman
Johanna Garrison
Marjorie Geiger
Owen Goldfarb and Priscilla Fairbank
Tanya and Michael Goldstein
Anna Maria and Walter Grom
Jennifer Hamilton
Happy Hill Farm, Patricia Nestle
Harvest Basket Herbs
David Holck
Ann and Brian Jennings
Joan K. Lowe, E.A.
Joint Venture Farm
Sue Kenyon
Mary Laedlein and Dale Hall
Sharon LaPier
Liberty Ridge Farm
Jo Ann Locke
Long Days Farm, Deborah Jaffe  
	 and Edwin Schiele
Jane Luskin
Ronald Medaglia and Jacqueline 
	 Desnoes Medaglia
Mountain View Confections, LLC
Lori and Bob Moylan
Annette Nielsen and Dan Garfinkel
Diane Nolan
Patty and John Paduano
Jay Portnoy
Jane and Kenneth Robbins
Marjorie Robertson
Joan and Karl Ruger
Ashley and Susan Seward
Rowland Sinnamon
Erin Tobin and Roger Bearden
Lisa Towne
Ann and David Townsend

Sandra Watson

Monthly Giving
Randall Adams
Linda and Douglas Bischoff
Amy Davis and William Ambrose
Gregory Hansen
Rick Kranz and Martha Culliton
Diane Kennedy
Deborah Jaffe and Edwin Schiele
Ronald McLean
Diane Nolan
Tara Nolan
Anne Savage and Michael Myers
Louise and J.B. Sobing
Erin Tobin and Roger Bearden

In Honor Of
Ann Blanchard
     Paula Sawyer
Reed Boduch
     Annmarie and Randy Boduch
Ashleigh Bridge & Luke and Iver Goldreyer
     Carol Serotta
Percy and Grace Carpenter
     Barbara Hamel
Barbara Gramuglia
     WC Holton
Barbara Glaser
     Cynthia and Kent Wian
M L Healey
     Barbara Coughlin and John Fallon
Kitty Highstein
     Mary Ellen Williams
Our daughter Bonnie Lamb
     Ruth and Sandy Lamb
Bernice Mennis
     Paula Sawyer
Jack McClenning
     Alyssa McClenning
Katherine Roome
     Elliott Rebhun and Brad Voigt
Joan, Erich and Paul Ruger
     Anonymous
John and Joann Tarbox
     Chris and Sally Hauck
Walter & Elenanor Taylor
     Robert Taylor
Ann Umlauf, Andrew Brewer and  
their son Jack Newton Brewer
     John Umlauf
Tyler Ziehm
     Anonymous
     Colleen Quinn
     Catherine C. Ziehm

In Memory Of
Ron & Leslie Bouplon
     Alexandra B. Stevens
Jene Highstein
     Katharine Highstein
Ruth Hill
     Martha Hill Bowen
     Leo Frisino
     John Hartnett
George Houser Jr.
     Anonymous
     Norm Allen
     Allenwaite Farm, George Allen
	 Mary Jane Connor
     MaryDee and Clem Crowe
     Farm Credit East
     Elaine Hillman Moroney
     David and Nancy Holck
     Jim and Anita Perry
     Teri Ptacek
     Stephen and Susan Snyder
     Henry Stebbins
     Janet and Clifford Stewart
     Tiashoke Farms, Theresa and  
	 Franklin Ziehm
     Maria and David Trabka
     Mary Ellen Williams
     Wilson Homestead Old Books,  
	 Sally and Joe Brillon
Catherine Kinsley
     J Kinsley

Horace Klein
     Alice Mairs
Robert Lohnes
     Carol and Joe MacDonald
Brigitta Nosal
     Margery Robertiello, E.A.
Jeffrey C. Sharts
     Dawn and Jeffrey Sharts
Jane Suttle
     Kathleen and Joel Batha
     Judy and David Doonan
     Mara Ptacek
Pam Wirkki
     Elana Yerushalmi Kamenir  
	 and Steven Kamenir
     Tauno Wirkki

In-Kind Goods & Services
Heather and Jay Bellanca
Beatrice Berle and Berle Farm 
Brown’s Brewing Company
Brunswick Community Center
Capital Tractor
Todd Collins and Bill Thomas
Cornell Cooperative Extension
Good Fence Farm
Tim Holmes and Sue Quillio
Hoosick Grange
Kane Jilek
Joint Venture Farm
Liberty Ridge Farm
Catherine and Kim Littell
Glenn Nesbitt
Nolan CPA Services
NYS Agricultural  
	 Mediation Program
Mediation Matters
Cynthia and Jack Parillo
Retirement + Benefits Partners
Christophe Robert
Margaret and Steven Silverberg
T-D-J Farm, Tom Jilek
Marine and Alexander Zagoreos

Volunteers
John and Gigi Begin
Andy Brizzell
Matt and Peggy Cannon
Todd Collins
David deVries
Cathy Firman
Diane and Tom Jilek
Kamber Jilek
John Lavelle
Leah McCloskey
Bridey Nolan
John Oakley
Jay Skellie
Maddie Skellie
Bill Thomas
Lawrence White
Brian Ziehm
Stuart Ziehm

Instead of 
birthday 
gifts, 12- 
year-old  
Tyler Ziehm 
raises money 
for ASA.
While most 12-year-olds 
ask for video games or 
iPads for their birthday, 
Tyler Ziehm decided he 
didn’t want any gifts. He 
wanted to protect farms. 
Tyler said, “My dad is a 
farmer and I love farm-
ing. I don’t want housing 
developments to go up 
on farmland”. In lieu 
of buying him presents, 
Tyler asked friends and 
family to donate to ASA. 
“I hope it’s a beginning 
of a lifetime of giving for 
him,” Executive Director, 
Teri Ptacek said. “What a 
difference it would make 
if everyone did something 
like Tyler.”
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Agricultural Stewardship Association

2531 State Route 40 
Greenwich, NY 12834

ph: 518-692-7285 
asa@agstewardship.org 
www.agstewardship.org

visit us 
online
agstewardship.org

Follow  us.      

PHOTOGRAPHY: Photography: Corrina Aldrich, Laila Collins,  

Todd Collins, Lauren Evans, Jeremy Green, Terry Kilmer,  

Ellie Markovitch and Lawrence White   DESIGN: Ruth Sadinsky

Only 300 raffle tickets 
will be sold. Win an 
authentic experience 
on a Greek Island with 
a two-week stay at a 
beautiful historic home, surrounded by 
flowered terraces, less than a mile from 
the ocean. The house can accommodate 
6 adults and 2 children, has a modern 
Greek style kitchen, large living room, 
three bedrooms, three bathrooms and 

internet access.  
Korthi has extrava-
gant beauty, pretty 
villages, museums, 
history, seaside 

taverns and dozens of stunning beaches. 
With a network of ancient footpaths 
across the island, it is an outstanding 
place for walking. Fly into Athens, take 
a 2-hour ferry ride to Andros and rent  
a car to drive to the house. 

           Two Weeks in Korthi, Andros, Greece.
13th/14th Century Greek House plus $3,000 towards airfare.$7,000 total value.

Entries and payment for entries must 
be received by 3:30 p.m., October 12, 
2015. Drawing will be held on Monday, 
October 12, 2015 at 3:30 p.m. at ASA’s 
Landscapes for Landsake Art Sales & 
Exhibition at Maple Ridge, Coila, NY. 
All ticket holders are welcome to attend 
but need not be present to win.

We Conserve Good Farmland.  
For Good. Forever.

To purchase tickets
Call ASA at 692-7285,  
or visit www.agstewardship.org, 

Win the Trip  

of a Lifetime!

Trip must be taken between January 1 and December 
31, 2016 and is subject to certain blackout dates. 
Raffle open only to legal U.S. residents age 21 and 
over. Contest void where prohibited. To read the official 
raffle rules, visit us online at agstewardship.org.


