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SCORING CRITERIA SCORE NOTES DATA SOURCE

Forest cover  Working forest relies on forest 
presence  

3 Points 
>75% 
2 Points 
50–75%  
1 Point 
20–50% 

2021 Esri Sentinel-2 landcover 
classification, clipped out digitized 
ag field, buffered buildings, road 
buffers, surface water and 
non-forested wetlands 

Forest patches  Roadless forest patches have less 
development pressure, more 
working forest potential  

3 Points Part 
of >3,000- 
acre block 
2 Points Part 
of 1,000- 
3,000 acre 
block 
1 Point Part 
of 100–1,000 
acre block 

NYS Natural Heritage Program 
>100-acre roadless blocks 

Working forest – lands 
enrolled in 480A program

Landowners enrolled in 480a show 
a commitment to working forests  

1 Point County lists  

Parcels within 100’ of a 
water resource 

Forested buffers Protecting water 
quality is an important consideration 
in the overall conservation effort 

1 Point >1 
acres within 
100’ water 
resource 
buffer  

USGS highres hydrology streams 
and waterbodies were used for 
water resources  

Parcels within Principal 
Aquifer area  

Forested areas that are located over 
aquifers aids in water quality  

1 Point NY DEC 1:250000 “principal” aquifers  

Proximity to low density 
residential (LDR) areas  

American Farmland Trust (AFT) found 
ag land in LDR areas in 2001 was 10x 
more likely that other ag land to be 
Urban and Highly Developed in 2016

2 Points 
within or 
adjacent to 
an area of 
LDR or 
recently 
converted 
farmland 1 
Point < ¼ 
-mile of LDR  

Distance from LDR areas based on 
AFT data15

Proximity to conserved land Clustering is important for 
forest viability 

3 Points 
Adjacent to 
conserved 
forest 
2 Points < ¼ 
mile to 
conserved 
forest with 
forest land 
connecting 
parcels 
1 Point Adja-
cent to other 
conserved 
land 

Conserved lands based on state and 
local sources, as well as the National 
Conservation Easement Database

15  Overview: Freedgood, J., M. Hunter, J. Dempsey, A. Sorensen. 2020. Farms 
Under Threat: The State of the States. Washington, DC: American Farm-
land Trust. Detailed methods:  Conservation Science Partners (CSP). 
2020. Description of the approach, data, and analytical methods used 
for the Farms Under Threat: State of the States project, version 2.0. Final 
Technical Report. Truckee, CA.  
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